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Singapore is pretty amazing! Situated 1 degree north of the equator it still contains 2 small
patches of natural rain forest, one of which is located in the Botanical Gardens There is also
an orchid garden there that showcases 3000 varieties, one of which is the Singapore
national flower. That makes total sense because an orchid requires no soil and lives oﬀ of
the courtesy of existing trees and plants, which it adorns with its beauty without creating
any detrimental eﬀect on its host. In a sense, Singapore is the orchid that is hosted by the

branches of SE Asia. This metropolitan flower is the home of over 5
million people in a completely unsustainable environment. Singapore only
produces enough resources to support 13% of its existence. Despite
their dedication to living in an environment of eﬃcient and structured
harmony, Singapore is dependant on its hosts. They invest significantly in
Malaysian, Indonesia and China countries with an abundance of land and
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natural resources. Singapore joint ventures with these and
other countries to ensure a long-term supply of energy,
food, merchandise, and material products. They buy up
large tracts of land in these neighbouring countries and
co-operatively manage their future needs.
Yesterday, I mentioned that the only thing
Singapore exports are orchids. I lied. They don’t even do
that anymore. They have been pushed out of the market
by larger countries that have flooded the market and
squeezed Singapore out of the industry. An orchid plant
that would have cost $50.00 the last time we were here,
now costs less than a dollar. So rather than growing and
exporting the beautiful flowers, now they specialize in
creating hybrids which they name after rich and famous
people, which in turn makes them popular and more
valuable. Today when we were in the garden, they were
having a sale on Jean Chretien orchids which were
named for him when he visited Singapore as the Prime
Minister. There is seemingly nothing yet for Trudeau or
Trump as it takes 3 years for a hybrid seedling to produce
a flower.
The latest Singapore tourist attraction is called
Gardens by the Bay and it is an indoor/outdoor marvel that is almost
environmentally sustainable. It is interesting that on one hand, if the
Orchids at the
entire world was as organized and environmentally motivated as
Singapore Botanical
Singapore, humankind would be far more sustainable. The irony is that Gardens
we would be taking our lessons from one of the least sustainable
countries on earth.
Speaking of stainable, one area of Singapore is called Little India
and the district provides many examples of ancient Indian cultures and traditions. For
Hindus, who believe cows are sacred, one tradition that still remains is to have any new
house you move in to blessed by a cow. Finding a cow in Singapore is a diﬃcult task, but
there is a company that keeps a few around solely for this purpose. For a scant $2000.00,
you can arrange to have Bessie visit your new apartment and take a tour through each of
the rooms. If you are fortunate, there will be
blessings left in its wake as it passes through
your residence. If you are not so lucky, you will
The Singapore Sling was receive a bottle of cow urine that can be
around by hand to ensure that the
first served up to guests sprinkled
process is successful. The next time I am
at the Long Bar of the
invited to a house-warming party, I may have to
re-think my choice of gifts. I can’t wait for one
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of my friends to mooooove.
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